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Three Campuses, One Roof

THECENTURIAN

Columbia’s Campus is on the move with events that 
are keeping the attention focused on the campus 
and student success throughout our community. 

During the month of June we hosted our Family 
and Friends Day event on campus. Faculty, staff, 
students, families and friends enjoyed a tour of our 
campus, listened to the musical mixing of DJ Khaos, 
and were served delicious hot dogs prepared by our 
very own Campus Director, Dale Weiberg.

In August, we recognized our student body with  
Student Appreciation Day. Our Director of Education, 
Latha Dickey, handed out awards recognizing and 
celebrating individual student achievements.  

On September 27, 2014, the Columbia Campus held 
graduation. We celebrated our students’ milestone 
achievement by offering a three-day celebration filled  
with the following events: 

Thursday
 Money Management  

 and Professional Development

Friday Career Fair

Saturday Graduation Ceremony

Former graduates from our Celebrate Success wall 
spoke at the ceremony and were honored for their 
accomplishments since graduating. All of our events 
promoted encouragement and empowerment for 
our graduates in their new careers. n

On Saturday, August 23, Centura’s Virginia Beach 
campus hosted its graduation ceremony at Spring 
Branch Community Church. This year’s ceremony 
was unlike any other, with students from Centura’s 
online division and Centura Norfolk walking with 
our students this time. We had around 300 students, 
families, and friends celebrating our graduates’ hard 
work and dedication. While three sets of students 
from all walks of life may sound intimidating, there 
is no better way to show that all campuses have “one 
team, one goal.”

While the degree is the obvious reward, the 
ceremony had other benefits as well. Students paid 
to get pictures taken and they received their own 
personalized flash drive. Following the ceremony, 
staff members served the audience and graduates 
cake and punch. One of our very own graduates, 
Evadney Callum (Massage Therapy), also provided 
homemade banana pudding! Each and every staff 
member at CVAB helped make this graduation 
ceremony successful and we can’t wait to see the 
Class of 2015. n

Columbia Welcomes  
Family and Friends
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On August 21, 2014, the Career Services Center from the Norfolk campus 
hosted a career fair. Employers from across the Hampton Roads area 
were in attendance. This event provided employment and networking 
opportunities for current students and graduates in the medical field. The 
student turnout was fantastic, with more than 60 students in attendance 
from the hours of 10am-1pm. Some of the employers in attendance were 
Sentara Healthcare, Bon Secours Hospital and Always Best Care. This event 
was open to students and the public as job seekers packed our classroom 
ready to meet and greet employers. n

Norfolk Hosts Career Fair. BY AmY RoBinson, CnoR

sEE moRE EvEnts insiDE!

BY mAttHEw AsHBY, CvAB
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Should Medical Advanced Coding be taught online 
or on campus? Why not the flexibility of both?  
Brianna, Dominique, Rosemarie and Lacresha 
are finding much of the information to be easily 
comprehended and are comfortable working at 
home on assignments. Collectively, they realized 
that there are some tricky aspects to Medical 
Advanced Coding. These students reached out to 
their online instructor, Ms. Phillips, for a little more 
in depth instruction.  

A cell phone rang at 9:00am. Online MA students 
gathered around the table with the cell phone in ear 
shot as they were greeted by Ms. Phillips. With the 
assistance of a CCHE Proctor, Medical Assisting 
Instructor, Mr. Byrd, students were easily guided 

through one of the tougher lessons. After a lengthy 
phone call, these ladies left feeling more confident 
about online classes in general and excited about 
their experience with their online instructor. The 
students scheduled a follow up tutoring session with 
Ms. Phillips and Mr. Byrd for the following week for 
any questions that need clarifying.  

Collaboration and support between campus and 
online faculty is proving to be highly successful. 
Students better understand the information, 
understand that they have the flexibility to work 
from home, but that support is available as needed on 
the campus and they will walk away with a positive 
online experience to share with their peers! n

Chesapeake is Taking Advantage of FLEX!

The Norfolk SERC-us

Centura College Norfolk (CNOR) hosted its 
first SERC-us (Student Employee Recognition 
Committee) on July 3, 2014. The purpose 
of this event was to promote participation 
amongst students, faculty and staff. Everyone 
came out to join in the festivities! Carnival 
games such as ring toss, corn hole, can 
you bowl and trivia were enjoyed by all to 
win tickets. The tickets were then used to 
“purchase” various prizes which included 
stuffed animals, popcorn, cotton candy, etc. 
Despite the extreme temperatures, the event 
was a roaring success! n

students L to R: Brianna wilson,  
Dominique Knowlton, Rosemarie 

Freeman, Lacresha Alexander

BY LissEttE RomERo, CnoR

Orlando Honors 2014 Graduates BY AsHLEY tHompson, CoRL

On Saturday, July 19th, 2014 Centura Institute held its 
2014 graduation ceremony at the Orlando Museum 
of Arts. Graduates, family members, staff and faculty 
gathered for this celebration. The ceremony featured 
speeches from our Executive Director, Nursing 
Director of Education and also our Key Note Speaker, 
Mr. Vincent Carter. There were two different types of 
awards presented to graduates during the ceremony: 
The Award of Excellence and the Richard E. McLeod 
Award. The Richard E. McLeod Memorial Award 
plaque is presented to honor the student in each career 
program with both a high overall grade average and 
an excellent attitude toward work and school. The 
award recipients were chosen by a panel of instructors 
at the campus. The winners of the Richard E. McLeod 
Awards were Jorge Munoz (Heating Ventilation and 
Air Conditioning graduate), Monika Brutus (Practical 
Nursing graduate) and Shelly Anne Burke (Medical 

Assisting graduate).  The Award of Excellence is given 
to the most outstanding student at the campus. Many 
factors are considered, including grade point average, 
overall attitude, and successful personal growth. The 
Award of Excellence winner was Rushell Armstrong 
(Medical Assisting graduate). Rushell read an essay 
she wrote about her journey at Centura. She stated 
“To look back and say “I did it” was one of the biggest 
accomplishments of my life. I have learned to be 
courageous and fight through the trials and errors 
that I have encountered along my journey because I 
believe a great success can only be felt when you have 
overcome your trials.” The graduates were awarded their 
diplomas and instructed to move their tassels from left 
to right as a symbol of graduation. The ceremony was a 
huge success and honored all of our graduates for their 
accomplishments. n

L: mr. vincent Carter (Key note speaker) giving his speech to the graduates. 
R: Graduates waiting to be seated after receiving their diplomas.  

Norfolk Campus hosts first 
Student Employee Recognition 
Committee (SERC) event.

BY JEAnniE GonzALEs 
and miLLiE DAvis, CCHE
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Orlando Practical 
Nursing Pinning 

Ceremony

This article is about me, Duke. I am a service 
dog and my owner is Marvin. I am 9 years old 
and have been with my owner since I was 
a very small puppy. My owner has a seizure 
disorder due to an accident in Afghanistan. I 
don’t like to brag, but I am very good at what I 
do. I was trained to let my owner know ahead of 
time when to take his medication, and in some 
cases, let him know that he is about to have a 
seizure.  I went through a great deal of school to 
learn how to do this.  

Centura Massage Therapy 
Graduates are in Demand
I always thought our Massage Therapy degree 
candidates were the best, but then I guess I am 
a little biased. However, some recent unsolicited 
comments have confirmed my feelings. The first 
came from a graduate who has been in the Massage 
field for about a year:  

“OMG, Mr. Pitz, if you could see the level of 
education these therapists are getting you 
would be sad…not from Centura, of course, lol”.

This prompted a follow-up response from me to see 
if these therapists were coming from a particular 
school and I received this response:

“It’s all different schools. It seems to be 
that a lot of other schools are a lot more 
hands-on in the classroom which may 
sound great, but Centura teaches a lot 
more medical and a lot more of what the 
muscles are and how they work. There’s a 
big difference between a therapist who can 
critically think and treat each client as they 
need to be treated versus therapists who 
give everyone the same treatment to each 
muscle regardless of other circumstances. 
The best care is given to someone when 
the therapist knows how the muscle works 
and the best treatment, not just strips it 
because that’s a modality that may or  
may not work.”  

This warms my heart to know that all of our hard 
work has paid off even though sometimes it does 
not seem that way.

Not long after this exchange, I received an email from 
one of our major employers from Massage Envy.  

“We are so fortunate to have a local school 
that offers massage therapy students such 
an excellent program and prepares them 
so well for beginning their careers.

Best Regards, Debbie Schwartzer 
Owner, Massage Envy Spa of Virginia Beach

I then conducted a Q&A session with Ms. Schwartzer 
to see what it is about our program and our graduates 
that make them so desirable.

Fred Pitz: Between the two locations, how 
many Centura graduates do you employ?

Ms. Schwartzer: Between both our 
Virginia Beach locations, we have hired 8 
Centura graduates thus far in 2014, with 
approximately 20 Centura trained massage 
therapists on staff in Virginia Beach.

FP: What qualities do you look for when 
hiring a therapist?  

MS: The top 3 qualities we look for when 
hiring a therapist would be first, their 
overall technique, coupled with their 
technical knowledge along with their 
interpersonal skills.

FP: What do you see in a Centura graduate 
that sets them apart from others?  

MS: Centura graduates are well-trained to 
meet the demanding and versatile needs  
of our clientele. 

FP: How have our graduates fared as 
Massage Envy employees?

MS: Massage Envy Spa has enjoyed much 
success with Centura graduates. What’s 
also great is that since Massage Envy Spa 
has a national network of locations, some 
therapists have been able to transfer to 
other locations when they needed to 
relocate out of state.

FP: What is the number one reason you 
hire Centura graduates?

MS: Dependability and eagerness to 
continue to learn and expand their skills. 

FP: What would you say is the best part  
of the Centura program? 

MS: Honestly, one of the best parts of the 
Centura program is that there is a steady 
stream of qualified candidates throughout 
the year since your program has floating 
enrollment.

Our degreed Massage Therapy students will continue 
to make their mark on the profession in Hampton 
Roads and beyond. n

On July 26th, 2014 faculty, staff and graduates 
gathered at Centura Institute to celebrate 
and honor our Practical Nursing graduates 
with a traditional pinning ceremony. 
Graduates were dressed in a traditional nurse 
uniform and they were welcomed into the 
Nursing profession by having a pin fastened 
to their lapel by Crystal Green, Practical 
Nursing Director of Education, and the 
instructors at Centura Institute. The pin 
symbolizes the medal of excellence Florence 
Nightingale presented to the women who 
nursed the wounded soldiers of the Crimean 
War. The ceremony included speeches by 
Practical Nursing graduate, Shamaine 
Robinson, and Crystal Green. The students 
also received congratulations from the 
staff and faculty. The ceremony included 
the traditional recitation of the Florence 
Nightingale Pledge and lighting of a candle 
as a symbol of the care and devotion nurses 
administer to the ill and injured. The candles 
were lit and the graduates recited the pledge to 
their families, staff and faculty.  n

BY AsHLEY tHompson, CoRL

practical nursing  
Graduate, shamaine 

Robinson receives her 
nursing Cap from nursing 

Director of Education, 
Crystal Green.

Fred Pitz, MT Coordinator CCHE, 
conducts a Q&A to find out what 
makes our graduates so desirable.

The CD1500 SUCCESS Class at Centura Chesapeake started off 
the mod with a new and unusual student this time.  We are proud 
to introduce Duke Yarbrough to the other campuses. Duke is a 
very special student because he wears several hats, and because 
he has four legs and a furry tail. You see, Duke is a service dog 
that belongs to one of our new students. Duke attends class every 
day, has his own student ID, has his name on the attendance 
sheets, and turned in his first homework assignment to Ms. 
Kessler, the instructor for CD1500. We wanted to share that 
homework assignment with everyone along with a picture of 
this handsome new student...

BY DuKE and mARvin YARBRouGH, CCHE

ContinuED on pG 6
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Thursday is often thought of as the most boring day of the week, but 
the North Chesterfield campus recently introduced Throwback 
Thursday to encourage a bit of excitement before the weekend starts. 
Every Thursday, a childhood photo of a Centura College faculty or 
staff member is posted around the school as well as on the campus 
Facebook page. Students, staff, and faculty get to guess whose picture 
is being featured that week. Not only does it fill the hallways with 
lively discussions about whose photo it is, but guessers can also 
submit their predictions on the Facebook page’s comments section. 
Students who guess correctly can then come to the Student Services 
Office and pick a prize from Mrs. Cooper-Sydnor’s stash of goodies. 

To date, featured photos have included childhood poses from such 
Centura employees as Director of Education, Ms. Ann Tribbey, 
Practical Nursing Administrative Assistant, Ms. Towana Kelly, 
and Medical Assisting Instructor, Dr. Yasmin Kandeh. Members of 
North Chesterfield’s Centura family now look forward to the posts 
every week, and they have become amateur detectives, studying 
faces closely and taking their guesses very seriously. Faculty and 
staff members have also begun scouring their photo albums for 
snapshots from their younger days in order to stump the students 
and their fellow workers.  n

Throwback Thursday Makes Mid-Week More Thrilling at North Chesterfield
By Helena Cooper-Sydnor, CrIM

On July 2nd CCHA celebrated Independence Day and 
honored their current military students as well as their 
Veteran students. A lunch of hot dogs, chips, and fruit 
was served. You could hear the excitement in the voices 
of students and employees as they discussed upcoming 
holiday plans. Ten students and three employees were 
honored for their service to our country. The students 
are Kathy Stickleather (Army), Shantell Easton (Army), 

Francisco Harvey (USMC), Ashley Simmons (Army 
National Guard), Julie Jones (Navy), Frank Gray (Navy), 
Shakera Washington (Navy), Natasha Pinckney (Army 
National Guard), Natasha Pinckney (Army), and Donia 
Manigault (Army). Instructors are Tina Douan (Army), 
Amy Cross (Air Force), and Steven Carter (Army). 
CCHA would like to thank our entire military active 
and retired for their service.  n

ebone Blowe, rayven Gilliard, and aleshia Williams pose after filling their plates. Frank Mandel Gray  
and shantell Eason two of our veteran students; Breanna Barker shows her support of fellow  

classmate and Army veteran Donia manigault; students line up for hotdogs.

On Tuesday, July 29, 2014, the North Chesterfield 
campus hosted a Community Resource Day that 
brought attention to beneficial programs that are 
available to area residents. Several local organizations 
and agencies exhibited resources that are free.  Students 
met with representatives from companies such as 
GSC Apartments and Landmark Properties about 
housing, purchased Sam’s Club memberships and 
updated their personal documentation with the 
Chesterfield Department of Social Services. They 
also applied for checking and savings accounts with 
Wood Forest National Bank, and Larry Horsey, of the 
financial planning company, The Heroes Academy 
answered their financial questions. Additionally, the 
American Red Cross and the Community Response 
Team provided students with information regarding 
safety in the event of a natural disaster. Also,  
representatives from Ways to Work and the Resource 
Workforce Center talked about the employment- 
related resources they offer. Potential employers were 
also on hand during the event, which created an  
on-campus opportunity for students to apply for jobs. 
Current students and recent graduates discussed  
employment opportunities with Care Advantage, 
Kelly Services, Office Team Staffing, Substance 
Abuse Free Environment, the U.S. Army and VCU 
Health Care.  The event was a tremendous success, 
but best of all, it was a one stop shop of opportunities 
for the students.  n

Student Services organized events for Student  
Appreciation Week from July 21st through July 25th, 
2014. The week kicked off with the Student Choice 
Awards on Monday, July 21st. Each student voted for 
individuals in their program that they believed to be 
an exceptional student. The votes were tallied and a 
winner from each program was chosen. The win-
ners were Abelino Serrano (Heating Ventilation and 
Air Conditioning), Traci Penick (Medical Assisting) 
and Marie Pierre (Practical Nursing). The students 
also received grab bags at the Student Choice Awards 
that contained cups, notebook paper, pens, pencils, 

and snacks. On Tuesday, we had an ice cream social. 
Students made sundaes and ice cream cones with all 
of their favorite toppings. On Wednesday, we held the 
Waffle Wednesday event. Staff and faculty prepared 
plain and chocolate chip waffles for each student. They 
added toppings of their choice and were provided with 
orange juice and water as refreshments. On Thursday, 
we held a Minute to Win It tournament based on the 
television show. The games played were interactive and 
the students had a lot of fun. The events were a huge 
success and all students felt appreciated.  n

Student Appreciation Week at Orlando Community Resource  
Day Provides Important 

Information to North 
Chesterfield Students 

By Helena Cooper-Sydnor, CrIM

BY AsHLEY tHompson, CoRL

students enjoying the minute to win it tournament  
Marble game and Waffle Wednesday event. 

Charleston Celebrates Independance Day
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Constitution Day at the Peninsula Campus

1. students listen as Ems personnel discuss what 
happens when they arrive on the scene of an accident; 2. 
students listen as trooper wimberly answers questions 
about highway safety; 3. students watch as snehal patel 

navigates the course while texting and driving.

On May 27, 2014, Centura Charleston had Carl Fehr 
and his team from North Charleston EMS and Senior 
SC Highway Trooper, Hannah Senior Wimberly, on 
campus to raise student and employee awareness of 
the dangers of distracted driving.

Chief Fehr’s team brought their golf cart and  
challenged participants to either text and drive or to wear 
the intoxication goggles and drive. This exercise made 
everyone extremely conscious of the consequences 
of taking their eyes off the road. The EMS team also 
invited everyone to visit the inside of the ambulance 
as they were quizzed and informed about the initial 
treatment of accident victims. 

Trooper Wimberly brought along her rollover car 
simulator. Inside she had an adult and an infant 
“dummy”. The simulator was turned on at a speed of 
35 mph to demonstrate what would happen to the car 
occupants who were not wearing seat belts. Students 
were amazed how soon after a car flipped, the person 
would be thrown out of the vehicle. Trooper Wimberly 
also challenged everyone to put on the goggles and 
perform the sobriety test.  n

With our evolving technologies that connect students 
with the Internet, e-books, and multi-media for 
information seeking, it is important that librarians 
teach students how to use new technology and 
traditional formats for research. With that purpose, 
Centura College’s Virginia Beach campus held a 
Library Scavenger Hunt on Tuesday, July 31, 2014, 
based on the theme from L. Frank Baum’s The 
Wonderful Wizard of Oz novel (1903) and movie 
(1939).  The campus-wide event was a huge success; 
a perfect combination of excitement, entertainment, 
and fun while learning library research.    

An atmosphere of excitement prevailed as students 
arrived at school and saw the Yellow Brick Road 
throughout the hallways leading to the library. In front 
of the door, Dorothy’s house was situated upon the 
Wicked Witch of the East and her ruby red slippers. 

Along with their coordinators and instructors, the 
students from each program visited the library to 
participate in the scavenger hunt. As they approached 
the door, our School Director, Mr. Ben Clark, aka “the 
Guardian of the Emerald City Gates,” welcomed the 
groups of students and provided them with “Wizard 
of Oz” Library Scavenger Hunt series of clues and 
bookmarkers.      

The Computer Network Students first participated 
in the excitement of the library scavenger hunt. They 
walked through the library door, seeing a rainbow 
overhead and the brilliantly decorated Emerald City. 
As they travelled farther, they discovered a beautiful 
mural of the Emerald Palace, glowing brightly with 
green lights that captured the spirit of the Land of Oz. 
In the background, the students heard quaint, musical 
overtures from the original movie soundtrack. Our 

Follow the yellow Brick Road:  
Lions, Tigers and Books–Oh My! BY JEFF BARBouR, CvAB 

Group L to R:  marcus wesson-Director of Education, nauje Jones-intern, mary morgan-student 
advisor, lena pagan-MT Student, Jeff Barbour (aKa, The Wizard of oz)-librarian, Brenda Houck-
Career services Coordinator, Ben Clark-Executive Campus Director, matt Ashby-student Advisor 

and Doug wemer-Computer network management/web Design/it Coordinator.  

Distracted Driving 
Awareness in Charleston 

ContinuED on pG 6

The United States government has designated  
September 17th as Constitution Day and Citizenship Day 
(also referred to as Constitution Day). To commemorate 
the September 17, 1787 signing of the U.S. Constitution. 
Centura Peninsula Campus had a little fun on campus 
while reflecting on something that is important to all 
U.S. citizens. 

In an effort to remind us why the Constitution is so 
important to us, Centura students signed a banner 
stating what in the Constitution was particularly  

important to them. The banner was then hung in the 
front lobby so that prospective students and visitors 
could also be inspired by the day. 

Centura Peninsula students also found a bit of nostalgia 
as they walked through the halls and relived the classic 
“School House Rock: The Constitution” on monitors 
located in the education building. The student body 
as a whole laughed and relived childhood memories 
while reciting parts of the Preamble they no doubt 
learned on early Saturday mornings watching School 
House Rock. 

Our Campus event would not have been complete if 
we had not officially wished a very Happy Birthday 
to the document so near and dear to our nation.  
Student Council members changed the marquee to 
read “Happy Birthday U.S. Constitution!” and student 
body members came outside to take a picture to  
commemorate the day. 

Centura Peninsula students had an enjoyable time  
celebrating and often found themselves in eye opening 
conversations that may never have happened if not for 
“Constitution Day 2014”.  n

3.

1.

2.

L to R:  shaunte Cooper, wayne tucker, monique Dorsey, Kenneth payne,  
Blossom Bacchus-payton, winnie Biscet-Collado, Jenna standin, terri Hampton,  

LaKena williams,tamika wiggins, shaQuan thompson, Brandi Galles, shanna nelson

BY moniQuE DoRsEY, CpEn
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ABOULHOSN, Daad 
ALfOrD, Jasmine
ALLEN, Kevin 
ALLEN, Lester 
ALSUp, Malinda 
ANDErSON, India M
ANtHONy, Alicia 
ArDy, Christopher 
AyDLEtt, tatiana 
BAHArU, Zianash 
BALCArCELl, Angelica M
BArNEtt, Lija 
BELtON, Breyanna
BEtHEA, theresa
BEtrAN, DeAngela
BLAKEy, Evelyn
BLANCHArD, Kendra
BLAND, Ja’Vonte 
BLAtCHfOrD, Andrew 
BOOKEr, Justin 
BOrUM, Gary 
BrADy, Ashton r
BrANCH, rachael 
BrANDON, Charmain 
BrOWN, Bryanna
BrOWN, Jasmine D
BrOWN, Shantise
BryANt, Davon 
BUrDEN, Shanquita D
BUrGOS, Justin 
BUtLEr, precious D
CADDLE, Nathaniel L
CANNON, Dana 
CAppS, Leslie 
CArDWELL, Melissa 
CArLOS, Latoya 
CArMON, Laquisha 
CASSAr, Charles J
CErNA, Jessica 
COLES, Harold 
COLLINS, Linwood 
CONKLIN, Edward 
COOK, Melissa 
COpELAND, Gwendolyn D
COrprEW, Arlethia
COttON, Sequoyah 
CrAWfOrD, paul
CUStEr, Michael W
DAILEy, Kenya S
DELANEy, priscilla
DILLArD, Brittany 
DILLArD, Jasmine 
DIXON, tennile 
DIXON, tonya E
DOWDELL, rufus 
DySON, John 
EDWArDS, Heather 
ELEy, Angela D
EppES, Carlisa 
ESpINOSA, Stephanie 
EVANS, tia M
fErGUSON, Latasha 
frEEMAN, Latonya 
fULLEr, Latoya 
GArCIA, Lisa
GArDNEr, Zharay 
GIBSON, Tiffany
GOANUE, Brittany r
GONZALEZ, Jennifer 
GrANt, frances 
GrEEN, Joshua 
GrEEN, Jospeh
GrEEN, ronalda
GrEENE, Shalonda S
GrEGOry, tynia 
GrIffIN, terry 
GrIGGS, ronell 
GrOVEr, Glenn 
HAILE, Darrin C
HALSEy, Zhatiah 
HAMptON, Sylvia 
HANSEN, Chris L
HArrIS, Stevie p
HEMSAtH, Joseph 

Muralidharan Basker, MD
Quality Care Services Inc.
NEC Ft. Lee
PSD Portsmouth
Breath of Life Wellness
Home Care Delivered
Priority Staffing
Perry Subaru
Calvery Chapel Christian Academy
Chippenham Johnston-Willis Hospital
Virginia Center for Advanced Dentistry
Independent Care
Allied Barton Security
Capital City EMS
The Carrington Place
Physician Family Care
Johnson Food Service
Kinyo Virginia
Huntington Ingalls
John C Ji, DDS
Liberty Tax Service                     
HealthWaves
Massage Luxe
Veteran’s Admnistration
Dr. Watt’s Family Dentistry
Churchland House Assistant Living
HealthWaves
Insource Technology Solutions
Community Alternatives
Seaside Staffing
Community Alternatives
CTR Group
Family Dental
Dr Thomas Connor, DDS
John Agapis, DDS
Wendy’s
Envoy of Westover
Virginia Beach City Public Schools
Advanced Orthopedic Center
Richmond Primary Care
Alorica
Chugach World Services
Bair’s Day Spa
Friendly Faces
Sears Holding Compnay
E F Martin Contractor’s
Air Master Heating and Air
Riverside Internal Medicine
Cardio Vascular Associates
Bon Secours Richmond
Patient First
Verisk Health, Inc
Health Solutions
Lackey Free Clinic
One Hour Heating & Air
US Navy
Med Express
Independent Care
Aditya Birla Minacs
JenCare Neighborhood Medical Center
Sam’s Club
Aerotek Chesapeake
Public Partnerships LLC
Popeye’s
Atlantic Urogynecology
Health Solutions
Living Spring Elementary School
Randstad Staffing
Mera, Nistrom, Tarasidis, DDS
Charles City Medical Group
CTR Corporation
Akebono Brake Corporation
Georgia Department of Transportation
Williamsburg Pediatric Dentistry
Stepping Stones Child Development Center
The Spine Center
One Hour Heating & Air Conditioning
One Hour Heating & Air Conditioning
Portsmouth Public Schools
Health Solutions
Select Staffing
General Dynamics
Family Cosmetic Dentistry
Colonna’s Shipyard

tEACHER’s pEt ContinuED

My owner started back to college to get a 
degree and I get to go to school with him.  
I like being in my classes and seeing all the 
students at Centura. I don’t like to brag, but 
I think I have become one of the teacher’s 
favorites. Ms. Kessler is a dog person and I 
could tell the minute I first sniffed her. She 
lets me lay around in the classroom and 
I can tell she loves German Shepherds. I 
know I am the teacher’s pet because she 
whispered it to me the other day. I am 
proud to be the first service dog that has 
attended Centura College. The students are 
great, even though some of them want to 
pet me while I am working. Ms. Kessler and 
my owner have made it more comfortable 
for those that are a little bit afraid of me.  
The students now know that I am just here 
to work and take care of my owner.

The staff members at Centura Chesapeake 
have been a great help to me and my 
owner as far as getting around the school. 
They even let my owner out of class so that 
I can get the proper outdoor breaks that I 
need during the day. I get my treat and 

water while the students get their vending 
machine breaks. I also like the fact that the 
classroom floor is cool and comfortable 
while I am in classes. Makes a great place 
to stretch out and work. I am thankful for 
everyone here at the Chesapeake campus 
for being so kind and welcoming to me.

As a teacher’s pet, I know I have to meet a 
high standard so that if and when another 
service animal comes to school, they will 
have a guide already set on how to handle 
a person with a disability who might have 
a service dog. There are many more of us 
out there, so I feel sure you will see others as 
time goes on. For that reason, I am setting 
the bar very high. I want to be the best that I 
can be and show everyone how good dogs 
like me are at what we do.

Right now, I am going back to looking like 
I am sleeping….but I’m really not. I know 
where everyone in the room is and what 
every person is doing.  I have to know...that 
is what I do.  n 

librarian, Mr. Jeff Barbour, aka “the Great and 
Powerful Wizard of Oz” greeted the students 
and directed them to the correct call numbers of 
the library resources on the bookshelves. He 
provided a few hints for locating the responses 
to the scavenger hunt questions.

Along the way, the business students joined the 
excitement and entertainment of the learning 
event. Walking down the hallway, they saw a 
silhouette of the “Wizard of Oz” characters in 
the windows and arrows pointing to library 
reference sections.  While looking for clues to the 
scavenger hunt in the cornfield, the students saw 
the Scarecrow, whom the Wizard had granted 
a brain, “an honorary degree of Th.D., Doctor 
of Thinkology”! Behind the Witches Castle, one 
of our Massage Therapy students, Lena Pagan, 
was dressed as the Wicked Witch of the West, 
encouraging laughter and photographs. 

Meanwhile, Medical Assisting students learned 
more about the library with scavenger hunt 
questions pertinent for their study. They ran 
into the Tin Woodsman, whom the Wizard had 
given a large red, heart-shaped, watch. Within 
the medical section bookshelves, the students 
saw the Winged Monkeys and researched facts 
about heart transplants for the Tin Woodsman.
The Massage Therapy students followed next, 
discovering the Cowardly Lion, equipped now 
with a Triple Cross of courage, for “conspicuous 

bravery against Wicked Witches” bestowed upon 
him by the Wizard. Furthermore, Mr. Barbour, 
aka the Wizard, entertained the students with his 
greetings that imitated the intonation of the “Great 
and Powerful Wizard of Oz,” and they laughed 
at his antics as he directed them to the correct 
locations of library resources. Upon completion 
of the scavenger hunt, everyone enjoyed green 
popcorn, punch and camaraderie outside the 
library.

In life, as well as in literature, there are ebbs and 
flows of excitement and happy endings. The 
Wizard planned to carry Dorothy back to Kansas 
in a hot air balloon, a mode of travel at the time 
of the story, but she ran after Toto. Finally, she 
was told to click her heels together and repeat 
the mantra of the story, “There’s No Place Like 
Home!” In keeping with that storyline, all of our 
students solved that mystery clue and instructed 
Dorothy and Toto how to return to Kansas from 
Oz. There were 44 day students and 22 evening 
students participating in the Follow the Yellow 
Brick Road Library Scavenger Hunt. There were 
two drawings for Barnes and Noble Gift Cards.  
Cosmina L Virciu, a Massage Therapy student, 
and Jarvis Curley, a Computer Network student, 
were the lucky winners. Overall, our students 
were most appreciative of the exciting, fun time 
and break from their classes that they had while 
learning about the library at our Virginia Beach 
Campus of Centura College.  n

YELLow BRiCK RoAD ContinuED



7PLACEMENTS

HENDErSON, Keima 
HENry, Shannon r
HEpBUrN, tanaush t
HICKS, Tiffany 
HILL, Gina
Hill, Marcus 
HINES, Jaime 
HOBBS, Doretha 
HODGES, tandrea 
HOpKINS, Vanessa 
HOWArD, Joseph
HUffIN, Jessica 
HUNt, patricia A
JAUrEqUI, Jesus H
JENKINS-rEID, Sheila 
JENKINS, prince Anthony 
JENNINGS, Shuntravius 
JErNIGAN, Jessica r
JOHNSON, Caitlyn S
JOHNSON, Jasmine 
JONES, Crystal 
JOrDAN, Mark 
JOrDAN, theresa 
JOrDON, Cory 
KAtANDA, Nana 
KELLEy, Latoyous A
KIMBrO, Edicarla 
KIrBy, Kelly S
KNOX, Jasmine 
KrESS, Joline 
KrUpA, Joe 
KyAMBADDE, Janet 
LANGStON, Alicia 
LASCOLLEtE, Shannon 
LAUGHtON, Anthony 
LAWyEr, resheema S
LEACH, Erin 
LI, Shan Shan 
LIVINGStON, Brandon 
LLIBrE, yailin 
LUCArt, thomas G
LUNA MELECIO, Sharol 
MArLIN, Jaimie
MAyE, Dannuel 
McfArLAND, tamesha 
MCLAUGHLIN, Nakia L
MCLAUGHLIN, Sharkita 
MEtZGEr, Chrysta 
MEyEr, Alice 
MILLEr, Jazelle D
MItCHELL, Shelanda
MOODy, Mariah M
MOOrE, Kristina G
MOOrE, rebecca H
MOrrIS, Adrian 
MUHAMMAD, Ibrahim 
MULLEN, Danielle S
MUNN, Christopher 
NEWBy, Andre 
NEWKIrK, tawanda 
NEWMAN, Woodrow W
NEWSOME, Shauneka 
NICHOLS, Kellee 
NICKOLSON, tammy J
NIEVES, David 
NOrMAN, Ebony 
NOrMAN, Shanita r
NOrrIS, Justin 
OWENS, Jacob 
OWENS, Jaquan 
OWENS, quinton 
pArDO, Elizabeth G
pArKEr, Kari D
pArry, April D
pAtrICK, Dontevia 
pAttErSON, Ashley 
pAttErSON, Edward L
pENNINGtON, Brittanie M
pErSON, LaShawn D
pErSON, Shalay 
pEtErSON, Hakim r
pICHE, Scott 
pLAtO, raven C
pOpE, James 

pOSt, Melanie J
pOtHOff, Melissa
prICE, rhobea 
rANDLE, Curtis 
rAUS, Marilyn
rAyfIELD, Kenneth 
rEDD, Stephanie 
rEESE, Jonathan 
rEGAN, William 
rENtHrOpE, JoVonnie J
rICKS, Brittany 
rOBErtSON, Shernita 
rUSSELL, Kia
SAEttELl, Carolyn N
SANMIGUEL, Christopher 
SCOtt, Jonathan E
SEALS, Autumn 
SELMAN, Aaron K
SEWArD, James A
SHErrOD, ronald 
SHIffLEtt, Kelly L
SHOrtEr, Edward 
SHUMAKEr, Walter 
SLADE, Latissha
SMItH, Dazje’ L
SMItHErMAN, Michelle A
SOUDEr, Charles 
SprUILL, Heather 
StEpHENS, Nicola 
StrONG, Keemya 
SUGGS, Aaron 
SyKES, Adrian 
SyKES, Jurrell 
tAyLOr, Angela 
tHOMAS, Donald 
tHOMAS, Jana 
tHOMAS, Kevin 
thomas, rashad A
tHOMpSON, ronisha V
tODD, Kristopher M
tOrrES, Sasha M
tUrNEr, Mary
tyLEr, Edwin V
WADE, Ashley 
WALIKANGAS, Brooke 
WALKEr, Vincent 
WALLACE, Stephanie 
WASHINGtON, felicia L
WASHINGtON, James A
WAtErS, Chandra 
WAtKINS, tyniqua E
WAttS, Maggie 
WEAtHErLy, fred 
WEBB, Laquisha
Weeks, ricky 
WESLEy, Kendra
WESLEy, Nicole D
WESt, Jaslin 
WEStBrOOK, Daniel 
WHEELEr, Daniel 
WHItE, Zavada J
WILBEr, Damein 
WILLIAM, Emily
WILLIAMS, Christopher 
WILLIAMS, Jamika 
WILLIAMS, Michael A
WILLIAMS, patrina
WILLIAMS, tristan r
WILSON, Charles 
WILSON, Janell 
WILSON, Kayla 
WILSON, Myrishia
WILSON, regina 
WINStON, Shawnda C
WOO, Lisa 
WOODy, Stephanie 
yIN, Chann 

The Virginia Home
The Spine Center
Smile 32
Dominion Medical Associates 
Southern Manor Living Center
TTX Railroad
Roanoke Rapids Cancer Center
Franktronics
Hampton Roads Christian Couseling and Co
Bon Secours - Richmond Community Hospita
Hampton Greene Apartments
Mcclerklin Skin And Laser Center
Alliant Consortium LLC
Phoenix Heating & Cooling
Fort Lee - Soldier One Stop
o’reilly auto parts
Capital Consultants Inc.
Center for Women’s Health
Comfort Inn                             
Health Solutions
HeartFields Assisted Living
Tysinger Motor Company
Rite Aid Pharmancy                      
Calvary Towers Apartments
Capital Area Health Network
Huntington Ingalls
Massage Envy
K & D Personal Care
Tidewater Neurology and Sleep Disorders
Ironworkers Union Local 79
Pure Pressure Wash & Handyman Services
Lucy Corr Assisted Living
Churchland House Assistant Living
Healthrix
Capital Consultants Inc.
Portsmouth Health and Rehab Center
Heartland Energy Partners
C&F Enterprises
HUNTINGTON INGALLS SHIPYARD
Dr. Alberto Yonfa OBGYN
R. S. Andrews
MT Curry Inc.
MidAtlantic Cardiothoracic Surgeons Ltd
Norman Industries
Instinctive Massage
HealthWaves
WaWa’s
Verisk Health, Inc
Tri County Hospital
Outreach Services
St. Mary’s Home for Disabled Children
Independent Care
Southampton Health Services
Friendly Faces
AMSEC,LLC NORTHROP GRUMMAN
One Hour Heating & Air Conditioning
WB Orthodontics, PLLC
JSP Solutions
One Hour Heating & Air Conditioning
Health Solutions
Navy Getaways
Home Instead Senior Care
Club Wyndam
Care Advantage
RWA Restoration LLC
Portsmouth Health Services
Health Solutions
Movement Mortgage
Knuckles N’ Knots
ADT Security Services
Courtyard Marriott North
WB Orthodontics, PLLC
Xerox
TARGET
Public Partnership LLC
Divine Home Care Providers
DRS Fantom Works
Peninsula Community Health Center
The Crossings at Ironbridge
Pediatric Partners of Hampton Roads
Bell Tech Logix                         
Spartan Pro-Tech
Henrico Health and Rehab
Advance Pawnbrokers

Independent Care
Subway
Lawson Realty
Jiffy Lube
Brroklyn Community Pediatrics
CTR Corporation
The Hermitage
Crestline Hotels & Resorts
Lake Bradford Apartments
Coliseum Pediatric Dental
At Home Care
Agapé Home Care
MAXIM HEALTH CARE
Elizabeth Adam Crump Manor
VT MILCOM
Omega Fence
Heart Care Associates
CTR Group
Hanover Health and Rehab
Intercept Youth Services
Kay Jewelers
Oceaneering
Pro Train
Hampton Roads Community Health Center
Health Solutions
Community Alternatives
American Cemetary Supplies
Independent Care
Riverside Home and Health
BIOMAT USA                              
JSP Solutions
Truck Refrigeration Repair, Inc
Princess Anne Automotive
Dominion Medical Associates 
Tag Auto Repair
Good Neighbor Village
Health Solutions
Kingstown Apartments
Health Solutions
Massage Envy
Coliseum Pediatric Dental
Wayne Farms
Jameson Inn
Independent Care
Natural Elements Spa
Norfolk Naval Shipyard
Sukumar & Sukumar Mds
Lake Prince Woods
CTR Group
Dominion Village
Mera, Nistrom, Tarasidis, DDS
Chester Dental care
CTR Group
Holley Family Dentistry
Capital Consultants Inc.
Laurels of Bon Air
Consulate Health Care of Williamsburg
Health Solutions
Advantage Heating & Cooling
Aerotek
FastMed Urgent Care
Capital Consultants Inc.
Hampton Roads Community Health Center
Just What I Kneaded
Food Lion
Sold IT Inc.
Tidewater Kidney Specialists
Virginia Beach City Public Schools
K & M Enterprises
Doumar and O’Brien Attorneys At Law
Richmond Primary Care
Cedars Medical Clinic
Ferguson Enterprises
Companion Extraordinaire
Lisa Woo
Comfort Inn                             
HeartFields Assisted Living
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There is no better way to spend the final days 
of summer than eating fresh watermelon 
and grilled hot dogs. The National Technical 
Honor Society (NTHS) Back-to-School Bash 
offered students and their children a free 
way to enjoy the final days before the kids 
went back to school. Participants were 
able to enjoy a host of free food including 
homemade macaroni and cheese, baked 
beans, and fried chicken. While the line 
formed for Lora Ferraro, Computer Networking Instructor, to grill 
their hot dog to perfection, attendees were able to cool off with a 
number of frozen treats. Children (of any age) had fun playing jump 
rope, hopscotch, Frisbee golf, and creating their own goodie bags 
filled with delightful snacks. A special thanks goes out to Sureka 
Livingston (President), Martine Barco (Secretary), and Nicole Holmes 
(Member) for all their work and effort into making this backyard 
event a success! n

A NTHS Flavored Summer Treat 
BY AsiA RAnDoLpH, CCHE

Tidewater Tech Hosts Back-To-School Community Fair

Tidewater Tech hosted its inaugural Back-To-School 
Community Fair on Saturday, August 16th at the 
campus located at 5301 East Princess Anne Road 
in Norfolk. 

Community members came out and 
enjoyed a free carnival-like atmosphere 
as they prepared to gear-up to go back to 
school in the fall. Z104’s Shaggy broadcasted 
live from the campus while children enjoyed 
the inflatables, a rock climbing wall, and 
people of all ages took a shot at the Director 
of Education in the dunk tank.

In addition to all this carnival fun, the Norfolk Fire 
Department and the Norfolk Police Department 
attended the event and gave children the opportunity to 
tour emergency vehicles. Organizations such as 
STOP, Opportunity Inc., the SPCA and the Veteran 
Affairs Rural Health initiative team attended the 
event and gave local community members valuable 
information about the various free resources that 
are available throughout Hampton Roads.

While at the event, guests were invited to take a 
tour of the Tidewater Tech campus and talk with 

faculty and staff about the many advantages of 
career-focused education.  

Patrons of the Back to School Fair were given free 
back to school supplies that included book bags, 
notebooks, pens, pencils and clothes. One lucky  
patron won a laptop computer that was raffled off by 
Tidewater Tech’s Campus Director, Yvette Wilson.       

During the Back to School Fair, community members 
were also able to watch students compete in the 
school’s first Automotive and Welding competitions. 
Tidewater Tech Automotive students, in teams of 
2, rushed to solve various problems that caused a  
vehicle not to start. The team that was able to fix its 
vehicle the fastest and ensure that the car ran for at 
least 3 minutes won first prize. The first place team 
prize won a large trophy and over $200.00 worth of 
tools donated by SNAP-ON tools. 

Event Coordinator; Irene Owens-Foster says “our 
intention was to bring the community together 
and to give back to the community that has given 
us so much”.  Over 400 people attended the event. 
None of the attendees left empty-handed. Each patron 
was given school supplies and a chance to see what 
Tidewater Tech has to offer.  The event was a huge 
success and next year’s back to school bash will be 
even better.  n

The Helping Hands of Club at CCHA collected 
laundry products and feminine products to 
donate to the Jenkins Orphanage in Charleston. 
The home can house as many as 32 children 
at one time. The orphanage is always looking for 
volunteers and donations to help their children. 
Erica Nelson (MA student), Crystie Melton  
(Bursar), and Tracy Owens (Student Services), 
delivered the collected donations to the home  
on Thursday, September 4, 2014. n

Charleston Lends  
a Helping Hand

L to R: tracy owens (student services),  
sam Holmes (Donor/volunteer Coordinator at Jenkins),  

Erica nelson (mA student); Kneeling: Johanna martin 
Carrington (Executive Director at Jenkins)     1. Alice olson and Ashley west; 2. Jumping Rope after sidewalk Art; 3. pamela Rorie and shantae Copeland

1.

3.

2.

COMMuNITy

On Saturday, June 28th, Centura College 
Medical Assisting student Brianna Barker and 
Medical Assisting instructor Shanika Holmes, 
volunteered at Mt. Moriah Baptist Church’s 
20th Annual Community Health Fair. This 
event draws 200+ attendees to the church’s life 
center for health related workshops/trainings 
such as diabetes education and fitness tips.  
Brianna and Ms. Holmes provided assistance 
and direction with cholesterol screenings and 
blood pressure checks. They teamed up with 
Roper St. Francis nurses to assist attendees 
with vital screenings. As you can see above, 
they were very busy. We are proud of our 
Centura Charleston family who are out in the 
community helping others. n

Community Health 
Fair in Charleston

mA student, Brianna  
Barker and mA instructor 

shanika Holmes


